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sends two members to the Council, and if the canton
be subdivided, each half canton sends one. The
Council of States thus numbers forty-four members.1
The Federal Assembly meets twice a year, in June
and December, for about four weeks: and there is
usually an extra session in March, which is even
shorter still. The debates are not officially reported,
and only meagre accounts of them appear in the
papers. The whole of the proceedings are very quiet,
business-like, and rather informal. The two Houses
are exactly equal as to powers. Any proposition,
even those of a financial nature, may be introduced
in either House. The motions or bills, when discussed
and adopted by one Chamber, are then sent to the
other. The rejection of a proposal by the House
which first discusses it does not prevent the other
House taking it up. In 1883, for instance, a law
relating to civil status and marriage was rejected by
the National Council, taken up by the Council of
States, and finally passed by both Houses. Bills
amended in either Chamber pass to and fro until
some compromise is arrived at, or until both agree
that it shall be dropped. Grave conflicts between
the Houses never occur. If one Chamber continues

1 The deputies to the Council of States are elected directly by
the people in some cantons, in others they are appointed by the
cantonal legislatures. There is no uniformity either of payment
or of the length of period for which they are elected, some being
sent for a year, others for four. The growing tendency is for the
people to directly elect the members of the second Chamber as well
as the popular Chamber. Ten cantons and six half cantons have
now adopted the system. It is becoming the custom to elect the
members for three years, so that both elections should coincide, and
both Houses be renewed at the same time. This is now done in nine
cantons and four half cantons.